
Pennsylvania's Regulatory Review Process 

AGENCY 

Step l: The: implemencing agency 

drafts t:hc: proposed regulacion and 

meets with its adviSOl)'Committees. Step 2: The proposed regulation is 

rc:viewc:d by t:hc: Governor's Office: 
of Genc:r.U Cowud and the sote 

Attorney Genc:r.U's Office:. 

Step 4: The Independc:m Regulatory Review Commission and 

the appropriate: standing committc:t:S of t:hc: House: and Senate: 

rc:.,.ic:w the proposed rc:guhcion. 

Step 6: The final regulation is submitted 

to the: lndc:pc:ndc:nt Regulatory Review 

Commission md the sunding commit

tc:t:S of the legisbrurc: for their approval 

or disapproval. 

Step i: If 4pproved, the final regulation is re

viewed by the: Governor's Office: of Gc:nc:r.U 
• ' ' .., __ _ _ .r ____ 1',.fl~---

~ 

Step 3: The: proposed regulation is 

published in t:hc: Pmn.sylz:ania Bul

krin for public comment. A min i

mum timetable of 30 days is estab

lished for the: public comment pe

riod. 

Step 5: The: implementing agenc;-· re

views comments from the: public. the: 

Indc:pc:ndc:m Regulatory RC\ic:w Com

mission, and the: sundjng commirrc:es 

and makes t:hc: nc:cc:ss:uy rC\isions to the: 

regulation. 

Step 8: The: final regulation 

is published in t:he Pmn.syl

vania Bulkrin, marking t:he 

birth of a new sene: rc:gula

uon. 



Final Rulemaking Stage 

1. DEP drafts fmal regulation and meets with advisory committee. 

2. EQB adopts final regulation. 

3. DEP submits final regulation to the Standing Committees, IRRC and 

public commentators. 

4. Standing Committees may approve or disapprove within 20 days. 

5. IRRC may approve or disapprove within 30 days. (If either the 

Standing Committees or IRRC disapprove the regulation, it is 

reconsidered by the Standing Committee and IRRC after the agency 

responds to the issues raised. 

6. If IRRC approves the regulation, it is submitted to the Attorney 

General for a 30 day review. 

7. The final regulation is published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin. 


